[image: image1.png]COMMUNITY
VOICES
PROGRAMME
www.midlothiancvp.org.uk



Community Involvement Case Study

Robert Hogg: Mayfield and Easthouses

Robert Hogg has lived in Mayfield his whole life and enjoys contributing on a voluntary basis in his local community of Mayfield and Easthouses. Robert works during the day in paid employment, but this does not discourage him from getting involved and it has to be said that there are not many people like Robert, willing to devote so much time to so many community projects.

Robert began his contribution to the community back in the days of the mining industry where he “worked with 2000 men in a deep hole”. Like many miners, Robert felt that the working conditions of the pit were not the best and this lead to him becoming involved in the unions. The mine is where Robert gained experience in negotiation skills by attending union schools and training, where he learnt how to speak in public and communicate with people. This gave him a lot of confidence, as he was a leading man in charge of a team of men, and became the start of a long and successful path in community volunteering. During his spare time Robert is treasurer of The Retired Miners Branch, which currently has 20 – 30 members. 

Being part of groups like the community council, Robert has helped the community to receive Midlothian Council grants for Street lighting improvements and CCTV.

Robert believes in providing a voice for the young people of the community. Robert admits that he himself was “a typical youngster”. He believes very much in providing something for young people to do. Being involved in community projects has provided Robert with opportunities for further training on things like being involved on a Board, Finance and Developing Business Plans. Midlothian Council has also provided seminars on funding applications.  

Mayfield & Easthouses Development Trust is newly formed and can help with the process of funding applications for community projects. Robert has also attended a workshop provided by the Trust on funding applications. Applying for funding is not easy but Robert admits that it is “getting better”.

As well as young people, Robert also believes very strongly in providing activities for the Senior Citizens of the community. Robert feels that “the elderly are the people who have built our community”.  He also admits that other reasons for providing such events are “bringing people together who may not have seen each other for a while, not to mention those that may be housebound”. Community organisations receive many kind wishes from those that have attended such social events, thanking them for getting community members back out and involved in their community.

One of the next steps for the communities of Mayfield and Easthouses will be to develop the woodland at the top of Mayfield. This will bring together a number of community groups all taking pride in this agricultural project.

If you or someone you know would like to join or help with any of Mayfield & Easthouses community projects you can contact Robert Hogg through the Community Voices Programme on 0131 271 3452, or by email on Sarah.Turnbull@midlothian.gov.uk.

Any help is much appreciated by these community groups and “you do not have to attend any meetings or be an expert”. The enjoyment from seeing others young and old enjoy themselves is reward enough!
Interview by Fiona Clark
