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Community Involvement Case Study

Graeme Buchan: Mayfield and Easthouses
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Local resident Graeme Buchan is currently volunteering with the Mayfield & Easthouses Pipe Band Society, which he set up two years ago. The reason behind starting the project was that Graeme was a victim of vandalism. After numerous conversations with the police, Graeme thought that he could use his own skills in the community and maybe get some youngsters off the streets. Graeme had previous experience of working with young people whilst volunteering for a local youth club within a nearby school.

One of the first barriers to overcome was letting people know about his new project. Aware that the project would take time to develop and gain members, Graeme has received backing from two local pubs to use their facilities free, which has provided the necessary venue. The next step was setting a date and time and waiting to see if anyone would come.

The Band has received grants from the Lottery ‘Awards for All’ Scheme. Graeme received support from the National Lottery to apply for this grant, which involved writing an application form. With no previous experience in applying for funding, it was a straightforward process. The band has also received McSense Awards and they also fundraise themselves. Some of the fundraising activities have included stalls at the Mayfield and Easthouses Gala Day and a well attended Christmas Dance. 

Two years on, the Band is going from strength to strength.  The age of the band members varies from 4 to 60 years old, which is one of the strengths behind this project. Few other groups have such a broad range of ages! The members of the band come from Mayfield and surrounding communities within Midlothian and there are currently 26 members. 

With a background in psychology, Graeme believes in encouraging people to achieve what they want.  Graeme has a passion in reaching each individual’s learning style and does so by using different techniques with the band members.

This also includes extra tuition during his spare time for those members that need it. Graeme believes that if his band members are happy then he is happy.

The next stage for the band is to move to new premises within Mayfield Combined School. Graeme says “Councilor R Jenkins pointed and assisted us in the direction needed to secure the school lease, and has also been emphasising the fact that he will help us in any way he can to further the progress of the pipe band”.

Graeme also believes in the band as he and fellow instructor Lee Noon are not only giving something back to the community, but they are continuing to provide some culture in the community, by playing the pipes at places like the local Gala Day for all the community to hear. 
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If you or someone you know would like to become a member of this talented band or help to volunteer within this community project, you can contact Graeme using the details below:

Graeme Buchan: Contact through the Community Voices Programme on 

0131 271 3452 or email Sarah.Turnbull@midlothian.gov.uk
The Mayfield & Easthouses Pipe Band Society 

Mondays, 6–9pm

Mayfield Combined School

Stone Avenue, Mayfield

Graeme is particularly keen to hear from experienced players to join the band.

Interview by Fiona Clark
