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Community Involvement Case Study

Archie Pacey: Gorebridge 
Archie Pacey has lived in Gorebridge for 27 years now, former Head teacher from Greenhall High School, Archie retired in 1982. From this point on, Archie has continued to work on a voluntary basis and contributes to a number of community projects not only in Gorebridge, but various locations in Midlothian. 

Archie admits that being a former Head teacher comes with being a ‘community figure” and this may have helped with getting involved in community projects. Archie believes “that there is a tradition in Gorebridge for local people to get involved and do things for their community”. 

One of the first voluntary positions that interested Archie was with the Rotary Club in Dalkeith. Archie knew that this club “would give a lot of opportunities for school kids”. As a result 3 Gorebridge children won first second and 3rd prizes in the Young Inventor of the Year Award, run by the Rotary Club in the 1980’s. This was the result that Archie was looking for and as Archie said “that gave encouragement to the kids”. 

It was not long before Archie became involved in the Community Council and this is where “one thing led to another”. Now retired, Archie has also become involved with Community Planning and European funding. Archie admits that applying for European funding can be a “minefield and can be difficult to get money, but once you go through all the hoops, you can get the money”. 

Archie recognises that “Gorebridge gains when more people show interest in their community”. Archie believes that getting involved in community work has meant ‘working with good people’. 

“The number of people that I’ve gotten to know through involvement in voluntary work has been fantastic… if you have time to spare and the opportunity to volunteer, grasp it because it will give you something that will make your life a bit more meaningful… if you have the skills use them”.  

However “you do not have time to do everything, you have to try and keep your commitments to what’s manageable”.

The Gorebridge Community Development Trust can “help people to take charge of their own lives”. If you or someone you know would like to get involved with any of the community projects in Gorebridge, you can pop into the Gorebridge Community Development Trust office at 58 Main Street, Gorebridge, or call Simeon on 01875 823 202 or by email: enquiries@gorebridge.org.uk
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Interview by Fiona Clark
